Get to Know Your Council Member

Don Bina

Don Bina has been the La Crosse County representative

on the Southwest Badger RC&D Council since 1998. Don
has served as president of the Council for three years and is
on both the executive board and the pnance committee. In
addition, Don is the Southwest Badger representative on the
Wisconsin Association of RC&D Councils.

Don has been a resident of La Crosse County his whole
life. He married his wife Elaine in 1955 and they have

ten children, seven girls and three boys. In 1955 Don
volunteered for the draft and served his country for two
years, one of which he was stationed in Japan. After his
service in the army, Don worked for an aerial surveying
company and plotted out the area where the road from
Fairbanks to Anchorage, Alaska would be located. In 1965
Don took over the family farm and he still lives there today.

Don has been very active politically with the Democratic
Party and was appointed to the Agricultural Stabilization

Conservation Service (ASCS)

state committee under the Carter

Administration for four years

and then was appointed to the
5= Farm Service Agency (FSA) state
committee for eight years under
the Clinton administration. Don
has been a La Crosse County board
supervisor and member of the
Land Conservation Committee
for 18 years. He also served on the
Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association board
for six years.

In his spare time Don enjoys pshing and hunting and hopes
to travel to Alaska soon to see the pnal product of that road
he plotted out pfty years ago.

6377 ext. 114 or email angie.wright@rcdnet.net.

If you have comments, suggestions, contributions, or ideas for the newsletter, please contact Angie Wright at (608)723-
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Big Turnout for
Light on the Land
Forestry Field Day

A lot of planning and hard work paid off again as the 4th
Annual Light on the Land Forestry Field Day was once
again a big hit. Held on September 29th and 30th, the event
organized by Southwest Badger RC&D, attracted more
than 350 woodland landowners. Comments from attendees
were very positive.

Holding a two-day outdoor event of this size with three
workshops running simultaneously takes a great deal of
planning and dedicated people. There were many people
that helped out over the two-day event but when the work
needed to get done three people stood out: Bill Levers
from McFarlanes’, Craig Hollingsworth the Grant County
DNR Forester, and Patrick Dayton the Southwest Badger
Forester. In addition to working two very long days at the
Forestry Field Day, these three individuals never missed a
planning meeting or a work day and their contributions are
to be commended.

Southwest Badger RC&D would also like to acknowledge
the contributions of Adam Zirbel, Vernon County Forester,
and Paul Bader from the Kickapoo Woods Cooperative.
Adam and Paul were very active in the planning and
promotion of the event and both gave presentations at

the Field Day. To everyone else that helped to make the
Forestry Field Day a success we appreciate your time and
cooperation.

Southwest Badger RC&D Annual Meeting
December 15, 2006
10am.-12 p.m.

Ramada (White House)
1450 Veterans Drive, Richland Center

Southwest Badger
Secures Two
Grazing Grants

The Southwest Badger RC&D Council secured two Grazing
Lands Conservation Initiative (GLCI) grants totaling
$84,133. A grant of $55,904 was awarded to the Council to
continue the grazing technical assistance program carried
out by Southwest Badger Grazing Specialist Gene Schriefer.
This funding will ensure that the Council will be able to
assist landowners with the implementation of Managed
Intensive Grazing Systems until January 2009.

The council also received a $28,229 grant to establish

three silvopasture demonstrations in Southwest Wisconsin.
The demonstrations will aim to prove that with proper
management, existing wooded pastures can be managed to
produce both high quality forage and timber. The results
of this project will be very signipcant as more and more
landowners begin to graze their woodlands in order to avoid
having woodlands taxed as recreational land. Recreational
land is often taxed at ten times the rate of agricultural land.
In a perfect world cattle would be fenced out of woodlands
but we feel this project can prove that with intensive
management and well timed rotations, cattle and trees can
coexist and provide multiple sources of income from one

property.
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Southwest Badger RC&D works to promote resource conservation and wise development in rural and urban areas in Crawford, Grant, Green, lowa,
La Crosse, Lafayette, Richland, Sauk, and Vernon counties through planned economic growth using county, private, and public agencies.






