Get to Know Your Council Member

Don Bina

Don Bina has been the La Crosse County representative

on the Southwest Badger RC&D Council since 1998. Don
has served as president of the Council for three years and is
on both the executive board and the pnance committee. In
addition, Don is the Southwest Badger representative on the
Wisconsin Association of RC&D Councils.

Don has been a resident of La Crosse County his whole
life. He married his wife Elaine in 1955 and they have

ten children, seven girls and three boys. In 1955 Don
volunteered for the draft and served his country for two
years, one of which he was stationed in Japan. After his
service in the army, Don worked for an aerial surveying
company and plotted out the area where the road from
Fairbanks to Anchorage, Alaska would be located. In 1965
Don took over the family farm and he still lives there today.

Don has been very active politically with the Democratic
Party and was appointed to the Agricultural Stabilization

Conservation Service (ASCS)

state committee under the Carter

Administration for four years

and then was appointed to the
5= Farm Service Agency (FSA) state
committee for eight years under
the Clinton administration. Don
has been a La Crosse County board
supervisor and member of the
Land Conservation Committee
for 18 years. He also served on the
Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association board
for six years.

In his spare time Don enjoys pshing and hunting and hopes
to travel to Alaska soon to see the pnal product of that road
he plotted out pfty years ago.

6377 ext. 114 or email angie.wright@rcdnet.net.
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Big Turnout for
Light on the Land
Forestry Field Day

A lot of planning and hard work paid off again as the 4th
Annual Light on the Land Forestry Field Day was once
again a big hit. Held on September 29th and 30th, the event
organized by Southwest Badger RC&D, attracted more
than 350 woodland landowners. Comments from attendees
were very positive.

Holding a two-day outdoor event of this size with three
workshops running simultaneously takes a great deal of
planning and dedicated people. There were many people
that helped out over the two-day event but when the work
needed to get done three people stood out: Bill Levers
from McFarlanes’, Craig Hollingsworth the Grant County
DNR Forester, and Patrick Dayton the Southwest Badger
Forester. In addition to working two very long days at the
Forestry Field Day, these three individuals never missed a
planning meeting or a work day and their contributions are
to be commended.

Southwest Badger RC&D would also like to acknowledge
the contributions of Adam Zirbel, Vernon County Forester,
and Paul Bader from the Kickapoo Woods Cooperative.
Adam and Paul were very active in the planning and
promotion of the event and both gave presentations at

the Field Day. To everyone else that helped to make the
Forestry Field Day a success we appreciate your time and
cooperation.

Southwest Badger RC&D Annual Meeting
December 15, 2006
10am.-12 p.m.

Ramada (White House)
1450 Veterans Drive, Richland Center

Southwest Badger
Secures Two
Grazing Grants

The Southwest Badger RC&D Council secured two Grazing
Lands Conservation Initiative (GLCI) grants totaling
$84,133. A grant of $55,904 was awarded to the Council to
continue the grazing technical assistance program carried
out by Southwest Badger Grazing Specialist Gene Schriefer.
This funding will ensure that the Council will be able to
assist landowners with the implementation of Managed
Intensive Grazing Systems until January 2009.

The council also received a $28,229 grant to establish

three silvopasture demonstrations in Southwest Wisconsin.
The demonstrations will aim to prove that with proper
management, existing wooded pastures can be managed to
produce both high quality forage and timber. The results
of this project will be very signipcant as more and more
landowners begin to graze their woodlands in order to avoid
having woodlands taxed as recreational land. Recreational
land is often taxed at ten times the rate of agricultural land.
In a perfect world cattle would be fenced out of woodlands
but we feel this project can prove that with intensive
management and well timed rotations, cattle and trees can
coexist and provide multiple sources of income from one

property.
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Southwest Badger RC&D works to promote resource conservation and wise development in rural and urban areas in Crawford, Grant, Green, lowa,
La Crosse, Lafayette, Richland, Sauk, and Vernon counties through planned economic growth using county, private, and public agencies.
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Phone: (608)723-6377 ext. 4
Fax: (608)723-4286
Email: swbadger@mbhtc.net
Website: www.swbadger.com

Council Members

Crawford County—Virgil Butteris,
Peter Flesch

Grant County—George Booth,
John Schindler, Donald Splinter

Green County—Robert Hoesly (Secretary)
lowa County—Phil Roberts, Roger Reynolds

La Crosse County—Don Bina (President),
Marc Schultz

Lafayette County—Dean Thoreson,
Lance McNaughton (Treasurer)

Richland County—Marilyn Marshall,
Mark Shepard (Vice President), Virginia
Wiedenfeld

Sauk County—Lester Wiese

Vernon County—Wilburt Beitlich, George
Nettum, Richard Hansen

Staff

Katie Abbott, Military Ridge Prairie Heritage
Area Coordinator
katie.abbott@rcdnet.net

Steven Bertjens, NRCS Coordinator
steve.bertjens@wi.usda.gov

Dan Bohlin, Forestry Invasive Species Specialist
endowayl@tds.net

Patrick Dayton, Stewardship Forester
pdayton@vernoncounty.org

Tammy Enz, Platte River Citizen Group Coordinator
platteriverwisconsin@yahoo.com

Gene Schriefer, Grazing Specialist
gene.schriefer@rcdnet.net

Barb Thompson, Bookkeeper

David Wilson, Driftless Area Initiative Coordinator
david.wilson@rcdnet.net

Angie Wright, Assistant Coordinator
angie.wright@rcdnet.net

Staff Reports

Driftless Area Initiative Implements
Cooperative Projects Addressing
Multi-State Resource Issues

David Wilson, Project Coordinator

The crops are in, and the weather has turned chilly, but the Driftless Area
Initiative is still working to build strong partnerships and projects to
benept the economy and environment of the Driftless Area. Recent efforts
to improve water quality and give farmers some assistance on managing
sediment and nutrient runoff from their lands have focused on the
watersheds surrounding Lake Pepin in the northern part of the Driftless
Area (See Map).

Lake Pepin Watershed
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Lake Pepin is a unique body of water known as an inland delta lake.

Lake Pepin was formed by the conyuence of the Chippewa River and the
Mississippi. A natural sand dam formed where the sand laden waters of the
Chippewa slow and empty into the Mississippi River.

Unfortunately, this popular recreational and scenic lake is plling in much
faster than expected. Experts estimate that within 350 years, Lake Pepin
will become a marsh with little or no capability to support the boating,
pshing and other recreational activities that it now provides. Additionally,
Lake Pepin has experienced signipcantly impaired water quality due to
excess nutrients and sediment yowing in from streams and rivers draining
surrounding watersheds.

The Driftless Area Initiative is working with River Country RC&D to
support additional technical assistance focused on watersheds on the

(Staff Reports continued on page 3)

Council Submits
Grant for Dairy
Goat Case Study

The dairy goat industry has been growing in the state
of Wisconsin. The state currently has approximately
140 dairy goat herds. Wisconsin is fortunate to have
several cheese plants that exclusively process goat milk,
and many others that process goat milk along with
milk from other dairy species. Many of these plants
are creating high-quality, high-value specialty cheeses,
which is helping build a demand for goat milk. At the
same time, more farmers are becoming interested in
goat dairying as a potentially lucrative farm enterprise.
However, there is little information available about the
pnancial aspects of goat dairy production.

Southwest Badger RC&D has submitted a proposal

to the Wisconsin Dairy Initiative Local Dairy
Development Grant Program for a project that will
gather pnancial data and other information from goat
dairies using a case study approach. The Council is
partnering with Sauk County UW-Extension and Fox
Valley Technical College on this project The objectives
of the project are to: 1) develop a data set of accurate
pnancial records from existing goat dairy producers for
two years of production; 2) enhance the pnancial data
with qualitative information from producers regarding
the opportunities, challenges, and lifestyle offered by
dairy goat production; and 3) make this information
broadly available to dairy goat producers, Extension and
Technical College faculty, agricultural lenders, and other
interested parties.

The information gathered through this project will

help existing and prospective dairy goat producers

make better informed business decisions, develop more
accurate pnancial statements, and sound business plans.
It will also help agricultural lenders understand the dairy
goat industry and raise their comfort level in making
lending decisions effecting goat dairy producers. The
Council should pnd out if the project will be funded by
the end of November.

Coordinator’s
Corner

Many of you may not be aware of it, but the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides a
substantial amount of support to RC&D Councils across
Wisconsin. The RC&D Coordinator position is funded
100% by NRCS which is very unique as RC&Ds are the
only nonpropt organization that USDA assists by providing
an employee. NRCS in Wisconsin also provides each
council with $23,000 to assist them in carrying out their
annual plan of work. In addition, NRCS provides ofpce
space for the coordinator, grazing specialist, and RC&D
volunteers. This unique relationship between NRCS and
the RC&D councils is a great example of how a federal
agency and a not-for-propt organization can work together
to implement successful projects and further the mission of
both organizations.

Council Awarded
Grant to Market
Tree Shelters

Southwest Badger was recently awarded an $8,700

grant from the Southwest Wisconsin Small Business
Development Center to improve marketing of Tree
Shelters. Tree shelters are plastic tubes that pt over tree
seedlings to increase growth rates and provide protection
from browsing animals. The grant will allow the council
to develop a market analysis, marketing strategy, and
implementation plan to improve sales. The council

has contracted the services of JDI Enterprises, Inc. of
Browntown, Wisconsin for this project. The short-term
goal of this project is to improve the council’s annual
revenue from tree shelter sales in order to fund more
projects. The long-term goal is to strengthen sales to the
point where this can become a privately owned, stand alone
business.




(Staff Reports continued from page 5)

in the watershed. They are currently working with local
businesses, faculty and student organizations from the

University of Wisconsin-Platteville to perform a canoe

access study and canoe trail improvement on the Platte
River.

Community involvement is essential to helping the group
focus on the areas that are of most concern to you — the
people who live, work and play in the watershed. Please
plan on attending the November 16th meeting at

the Dickeyville Firehouse Meeting Room to learn
more about the watershed and to help us identify and
prioritize issues and concerns. For more information
about the meeting, or to express your ideas and concerns,
please contact Tammy Enz, Coordinator Platte River
Watershed Project, (608) 441-1489 or platteriverwisconsin@
yahoo.com.

Mississippl
River Tour

Southwest Badger RC&D provided pnancial assistance to help
sponsor the summer tour for the Southern Area Association
of Land & Water Conservation Committees. On July 13th,
about 185 people attended an educational tour aboard the
Spirit of Dubuque paddle wheeler. The paddle wheeler made
its way through the Lock and Dam System and cruised up
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Photo of Mississippi River from the Spirit of Dubuque during the River

the Mississippi River. It was a beautiful day to be on the river!
Participants got to hear an explanation about the lock and
dam system, updates on the various federal programs, as well
as information about habitat and wildlife projects taking place
on the river. Southwest Badger’s Driftless Area Initiative
Coordinator, David Wilson was also on board to give an
update of the activities of the Driftless Area Initiative.

Upcoming Events

November 16, 2006 - 7:30 p.m.
Platte River Watershed Meeting
Dickeyville Firehouse Meeting Room

December 1, 2006

Wisconsin Association of RC&Ds
Annual Meeting

Stevens Point, Wisconsin

December 15, 2006
Southwest Badger RC&D Council Meeting
Richland Center, Wisconsin

March 9, 2007
Southwest Badger RC&D Council Meeting
Richland Center, Wisconsin

March 25-27, 2007

North Central Association of RC&Ds
Annual Conference

Frankenmuth, Michigan

2007 North Central
Association Conference

Saginaw Bay is hosting the next North Central Annual
Conference. The conference will take place at the Bavarian
Inn located in Frankenmuth, Michigan on March 25-27,
2007. A registration fee of $200 includes: all breakfasts,
lunches, breaks, and banquet. Room rates are $85 per
standard room.

Registration packets of information on the conference

will be sent out in December of this year. MARC&D is
again making plans to charter a bus to the conference.
Tentative plans have the bus starting from Red Lake Falls,
Minnesota, with stops along the way to St. Paul, and then
on to Frankenmuth. If your RC&D Area is along the likely
route, call the Pembina Trail Ofpce at 218-253-2646 Ext.
109 and let them know you're interested in riding along.
For more information regarding Frankenmuth, Michigan,
please visit their website at www.frankenmuth.org.

New, Improved Website

Southwest Badger RC&D recently redesigned
their website. Log on to www.swbadger.com
to check out our new look.

(Staff Reports continued from page 2)

Wisconsin
side of Lake
Pepin. Melanie
Oetzman has
been working
with NRCS
technicians since
April, helping
to develop new
CRP plans,
update older
conservation plans, and complete mid-contract reviews
for current CRP plans. The DAI believes this assistance
will have a positive impact on Lake Pepin water quality
by encouraging more grassy waterways and stream
buffers, while improving the ability of local conservation
technicians to respond to landowner needs.

The DAL is also working with Hiawatha Valley RC&D
and local Soil and Water Conservation Districts

on the Minnesota side of Lake Pepin. Here, we are
working to develop additional cost-share and incentive
programs encouraging farmers to complete Whole Farm
Assessments, and implement needed practices. Assistance
will be directed towards nutrient management planning,
cover crops, conservation structure restoration, riparian
buffers, and updated grazing plans. These incentives
should come on-line over the winter and spring.

Photo of Lake Pepin, courtesy Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources.

The DAL is also continuing to work with forestry
management and habitat for songbirds and other woodland
species. Recent efforts include preliminary meetings

with leaders from the National Wild Turkey Federation,
National Association of Conservation Districts, US Forest
Service, state Departments of Natural Resources, Trout
Unlimited, and others. These groups are working with the
DAI to develop a model approach to improving private
forest management and woodland habitat in the Driftless
Area, and nationally.

Driftless Area Forest Stewardship
Initiative

Patrick Dayton, Forester

The migratory birds have pnished another season with us
in the Midwest which coincidentally correlates with the
end of the Neotropical migratory bird project undertaken
by Southwest Badger RC&D. The goal of the project was
to improve forested migratory bird habitat in the Driftless

Area. Implementing sustainable forest management on
currently unmanaged forests is one of the best methods

to improve and protect migratory bird habitat. The prst
step in getting landowners to manage their forests is to
help them develop a stewardship plan. To date | have
assisted more than thirty landowners develop 2,233 acres
of forest management plans. In addition, | have helped
plant ten acres of trees and marked 184 acres of timber. |
have completed stewardship plans in Vernon, Richland,
Crawford, La Crosse, and Monroe Counties over the project
period. Although the grant focusing on bird habitat is done,
I hope that all of my future forestry work will be benepcial
to migratory birds.

On a personal note, | am very pleased that my employment
with Southwest Badger RC&D has extended past

the original grant that I was hired under. I have been
introduced to many great people in the last year and
learned so much, I think it would be a shame to stop now.
I look forward to writing more stewardship plans this year
and continuing the cooperative and innovative efforts to
conserve and develop our local resources.

Southwest Wisconsin Grazing
Assistance Project

Gene Schriefer, Grazing Specialist

This past quarter I had a full schedule of individual
consultations and pasture walks. Most walks were dairy
focused, but beef focused walks are also gaining interest.
Many beef producers work off the farm, so afternoon,
evening and Saturday events are attended by different
producers than daytime programs.

The interest in organic dairy grazing surged this summer.
I’'m not sure if it will continue, but several sources indicate
that it may. The National Organic Program (NOP) is
somewhat vague on grazing requirements for dairy animals.
This year, some of the organic certifying agencies were
requiring and enforcing the grazing requirement for NOP.

I suspect this is the driving force behind the increased
interest in dairy grazing among the organic producers. One
of the projections I heard from several sources this summer
was that organic milk production might double in 2007.

Brian Pillsbury, NRCS State Grazing Specialist and |
looked at some Eastern Gamagrass (Tripsacum dactyloides)
on a Cassville bluff in Grant County, overlooking the
Mississippi River. The landowner had seeded this in 1993

(Staff Reports continued on page 4)







